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COMMENTS OF VIDEOINDIABA, INC.

VideoIndiana, Inc., by its attorneys and pursuant to Section

1.415 of the Commission's Rules, hereby supports the Commission's

proposed changes to the Rules governing the Low Power Television

Service set forth in its Notice of proposed Rulemakinq (FCC 93­

187, released April 22, 1993).

VideoIndiana is the licensee of LPTV Station W27AR, which

provides service to Indianapolis, Indiana. (It is also the

licensee of Station WTHR(TV) in Indianapolis.) Like other LPTV

licensees, VideoIndiana has been hindered in developing its low

power station by W27AR's "second class" status. Modifying the

rules in ways that will place LPTV stations more on a par with

full power stations will enable them to compete more effectively.

The Commission's principal purpose in authorizing the LPTV

service was to expand the diversity of programming and stations

available to viewers. Several of the LPTV Rules, however, are

impairing achievement of that purpose. In these times, when

free over-the-air service must compete with multiple alternative
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programming sources in order to survive, modifying the Rules to

strengthen low-power service is clearly in the public interest.

VideoIndiana supports in particular the Commission's proposal

to assign standard full-power station call signs to LPTV stations.

VideoIndiana's ability to develop W27AR has been hindered by the

awkward five-figure letter-number call sign which is assigned to

the station, a problem that exists for each LPTV station. Viewers

are unaccustomed to such call signs, which are difficult to pro­

mote. Moreover, most audience rating surveys do not accommodate

LPTV call sign designations. For this reason, viewer levels for

low power stations are not accurately tabulated, further impairing

efforts to establish a low power station'S viability.

In its Notice the Commission proposed two options for assign­

ing call signs. Option 1 would condition grant of standard four­

letter call signs on the station's compliance with minimum hours

of operation and local program origination; Option 2 would award

standard call signs to all licensed LPTV stations. VideoIndiana

strongly supports Option 2. Tying grant of a standard call sign

to station programming would, as the Commission acknowledges,

require a complicated and ongoing review process at the Commission

which would further burden its already strained resources.

Moreover, the Commission has not imposed Option l's approach on

any other service or, for example, on satellite stations that

originate little or no programming. Finally, Option 1, by

precluding stations from receiving four-letter call signs until

they meet minimum program standards, would leave in place one of

the very problems which has contributed to the slow growth of LPTV
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as a viable service, and thereby undermine one of the goals of

this proceeding.

In sum, the Commission's proposed modifications to the

Rules for low power television service should be adopted, and

all licensed low power stations should be assigned standard

four-letter call signs.

Respectfully submitted,

VIDEOINDIANA, INC •

By: ..;JobT~7;C- ,1dC
John T. Scott, III
CROWELL & MORING
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 624-2500

Its Attorneys

Dated: June 18, 1993


